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EL SALVADOR: The Significance of Popular Suppc\tt

SPECIAL ANALYSIS

//The aritioal faotor in Bi Salvador now is the military eitua-
tion and arms flow, Over the mediim term, hovever, the oampaign to
rt from a disenchaited publia will be a decisive factor.//

//The left came close to igniting a national insurrec-
tion early last year--well before the accelerated arms
flow--because of its gopuur backing. Membership in
wtremist-controllied front groups exceeded 60,000, and
guerrilla groups were naking inroads in urban labor.

The combination of street demonstretions=-=in some cases
draving tens of thousands--and strikes was beginning te
@ government's contrel of San Salvedor.//

//The government arrested the left's mosentum by
launching reforms and br: improving security measures in
The RaJority of the popuietions Teeit et ‘bl toiied;,

ation, ¢
on both sidey, {s stil una-hlz?//ﬂ

uerrilles are increasingly recognising the
dcawbacks o, alienating the popnl«i”:'.y Previously, they
had boasted publicly ol scores of indiscriminate ‘Rillings
during takeovers of various towns. They are now more
cctlvolI :ﬁ:tnt&u domsstic u’mh .:od‘:ctm attacks
on fcpu a oen an s eir own
radlio stations,.//
//The insurgents, however, are not attracting much

: SUppOTt. Recruitment for la forces

does not appear to be pioking up.// '
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- //There are an estimated 3,500 to 4,000 full-time
armed inaurgents and perhaps several thousand part-time
co!laboratorg, Moreover, querrilla ranks were at least

temporarily thinned by lcvclli iindrqd casualties during

the recent offensive.//

//1f they are to gcin more adhevents, the guerrillas
need a spectacular mil tary success or a continuation
,Of government {nsensitivity and abuse. Conversely, if

- the government is able to curb the excesses that charac-
terize life {n El Salvador today and follow through on
reforms, it will be turn the tide and gain adherants
for its cause.//

//Government leaders recognise the need to enlist
popular support., They know that failure to push ahead
with their reform fogram leaves them vulnerable. Lack
of technical and financial resources however, and the
continuing violence have permitted liuu forward move-
ment on la the heart of the junta's economic - -

program.//

//Most of Bl Salvador's cultivated land has been tar-
geted for expropriation and redistribution, but adequate
technical assistance, farm ocredit, and marketing organi-
sation are lllp:x not available. Phase one of the land
reform, redfstribution of the largest estates, was largely
completed last year. Management problems on the coopera-
tive, however, have roduoox yields and encouraged
from production of export to basic food crops.//

//Phase two, the riation of the medium-sised
farms has been oholvdmc of the impact this would
have on the country's oltuq duindling export earnings.
cc-ghttou of the so-called *land-to-the-tiller® phase
is far off in the future. Trained administrative and
technical personnel to admi is ambitious under-
taking are not cvo*lablo.//

//T™he land refora progres has enraged the right. It
also is opposed by the left since it threatens to increase

PeasSant support for the government. As & result, gunmen
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from both factions are killin peasants on the newly
formed cooperatives and intim dating land reform admin-

istrators.//

//Despite the pressing military problems, the junta's
greatest longer run vulnerability is violence that 1ig
ofticialli tolerdted. The murders in November of left-
ist political leaders, including a minister of the first
reform junta, were the work of security forces.//

//Sunmary execution of prisoners is a standard prac-
tice. Widespread, and oftan random, violence by private
rightwing groups i{s viewed as rt of government repres- .
sion bocauqr ere is no official move to curb it.//

//As a result, the Teputation of junta President
Luarte and hig Chrllttcn Democratic Party have been
tarnished, and the conditional lup:ort for the govern-
ment--among the g:pulaco and abroad--has been jeopardised.
Many members of the 180,000-strong peasant union, the
principal beneficiary of land veform, probably blame
government-allied thu e muzder of union l’ador
Viera in January.//

//V8 labor organisucions, whioch have strongly backed
the government and have major influence, this month warned
the government that it will lose their support if it does
not rove labor relations witin 90 days. Salvadoran
and US labor organisations want the government to open a

genuine dialogue with unien Qcadorq--rcchor than what
an )

they believe has been ar treataent.
vant ultraconservative officers sacked.//
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